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Introduction 


Those  who  have  read  Catherine  Breshkovsky's  "Message  to 
the  American  People"  will  find  in  the  articles  brought  together 
in  this  pamphlet  a  development  of  the  beautiful  and  deep 
thoughts  expressed  by  the  "Grandmother  of  the  Russian  Revo- 
lution" in  her  "Message." 

The  Russian  situation  at  this  moment  may  be  summed  up 
as  follows :  While  the  Bolsheviki  are  still  able  to  control, 
through  armed  force,  a  part  of  Central  Russia,  the  people  of 
Russia,  led  by  the  greatest  Russian  liberal  and  socialist  lead- 
ers, are  waging  an  open  war  against  the  Bolshevist  usurpers. 
When  we  speak  about  the  people  of  Russia  we  have  in  mind, 
as  far  as  social  classes  are  concerned,  not  only  the  Russian 
middle  class,  but  also,  and  especially,  the  Russian  peasantry 
and  workingmen  who  are  constantly  rising  against  the  Bol- 
shevist tyranny. 

As  far  as  the  Russian  political  parties  are  concerned,  not  only 
the  liberals,  the  Constitutional-Democratic  Party,  but  also  the 
People's  Socialists,  the  Social-Democrats  Mensheviki  and  the 
Party  of  Socialists-Revolutionists  are  engaged  in  open  war  with 
the  Bolshevist  usurpers  and  will  not  cease  this  war  until  political 
liberties  and  democratic  institutions  are  reestablished  in  the 
country.  The  people  of  Russia,  guided  by  such  leaders  as  Cath- 
erine Breshkovsky  and  Nicholas  Tchaikovsky,  will  not  cease  their 
efforts  to  break  the  new  tyranny  and  to  bring  about,  through  an 
All-Russian  Constituent  Assembly,  the  rule  of  democracy  in  Rus- 
sia. 

As  Catherine  Breshkovsky  said  in  her  wonderful  "Message  to 
the  American  People,"  "The  demand  for  a  Constituent  Assembly 
was  one  of  the  main  aspirations  of  the  Russian  Revolution.  It 
was  on  the  eve  of  its  realization  when  the  Bolshevist  revolt,  in 
November,  1917,  tore  out  of  the  hands  of  the  people  the  beautiful 
possibility  to  make  laws  for  themselves,  to  trace  the  path  for 
their  future,  to  construct  a  new'  life  in  accordance  with  the  inter- 
ests of  the  masses,  to  strengthen  peace  and  insure  the  common 
welfare." 


The  Constituent  Assembly,  which  convened  in  Petrograd  in 
January,  1918,  was  elected  by  the  entire  Russian  people  on  the 
basis  of  universal,  direct,  equal  and  secret  suffrage,  with  women 
and  soldiers  participating  in  the  voting.  The  elections  took  place 
after  the  Bolsheviki  had  come  into  power,  but,  in  spite  of  the  fact 
that  these  elections  took  place  during  the  honeymoon  of  the 
Bolshevist  rule,  when  their  promise  of  an  immediate,  general  and 
democratic  peace  had  not  yet  resulted  in  a  shameful,  separate 
peace  with  the  German  militarists,  and  the  promise  of  bread  had 
not  yet  resulted  in  a  general  starvation,  Russia  as  a  nation  repu- 
diated the  Bolshevist  rule  and  the  majority  in  the  Constituent 
Assembly  was  held  by  the  Socialists-Revolutionists.  The  results 
are  well  known.  The  Bolsheviki  dispersed  the  parliament  of  the 
Russian  people  with  bayonets. 

Since  then  Russia  is  not  free.  A  great  part  of  our  country  is 
ruled  by  a  group  of  usurpers  who  camouflage  their  terrorism  and 
tyranny  by  democratic  phraseology.  In  the  name  of  the  "pro- 
letariat'* they  have  suppressed  not  only  the  liberal,  but  also  the 
entire  Socialist  press.  In  the  name  of  the  "working  people"  they 
have  filled  up  the  prisons  with  workingmen  and  peasants  and 
have  proclaimed  "enemies  of  the  people"  not  only  the  Constitu- 
tional-Democratic Party,  but  also  the  Party  of  Socialists-Revo- 
lutionists and  the  Social-Democrats  Mensheviki,  that  is,  the  par- 
ties of  the  Russian  peasantry  and  proletariat. 

The  Bolsheviki  came  into  power  by  violence  and  they  have  sus- 
tained themselves  in  power  by  violence  and  terrorism.  Their 
main  support,  the  so-called  Red  Army,  in  which  the  Chinese  and 
Letts  play  a  prominent  role,  is  an  army  of  mercenaries  who  are 
well  paid  and  well  fed  while  thousands  are  daily  dying  from 
starvation  in  the  cities  and  towns  of  Russia.  "Flooded  with 
tears  and  blood,  Russia  moans  and  cries  out  to  the  world,"  says 
Catherine  Breshkovsky.  "She  is  a  living  body,  and  her  tortures 
cannot  be  looked  upon  cold-bloodedly  as  an  extraordinary,  never- 
before-witnessed  experiment  in  social  evolution.  She  is  alive, 
and  every  pore  of  her  body  is  shedding  blood." 

Every  pore  of  her  body  is  shedding  blood.  She  is  struggling 
for  her  existence  and  freedom.  Those  who  struggle  for  democ- 
racy in  Russia  will  defend  her  against  the  red  reaction  of  Bol- 
shevism as  well  as  against  the  possible  black  reaction  of  Tzarism. 
The  Russian  democrats  struggling  against  Bolshevism  stand  for 
the  establishment  in  Russia  of  a  government  of  the  people,  by 


the  people  and  for  the  people.  Here,  as  in  almost  everything 
else,  the  present  generation  of  Russia  agrees  with  the  dear 
^'Grandmother,"  who  says:  "Our  greatest,  deepest,  most  imme- 
diate need  is  the  creation  of  conditions  under  which  the  Russian 
people  will  be  able  to  convoke  an  All-Russian  Constituent  As- 
sembly. Russia  will  never  be  quiet  and  satisfied  until  her  repre- 
sentatives, freely  chosen  by  the  entire  population,  will  establish  a 
Constitution  for  the  State,  will  lay  the  foundation  for  a  stable, 
democratic  government,  insuring  laws  that  accord  with  the  will 
and  desires  of  the  Russian  people." 

It  was  the  great  privilege  of  the  Russian  Information  Bureau 
in  the  United  States  to  publish  Catherine  Breshkovsky's  "Message 
to  the  American  People."  It  is  now  our  privilege  to  publish,  in 
pamphlet  form,  a  series  of  her  articles  which  originally  appeared 
in  the  new  weekly  magazine.  Struggling  Russia.  We  are  certain 
that  these  articles  will  help  American  readers  greatly  in  under- 
standing the  problems  of  the  young  democracy  now  being  bom  in 
the  East. 

A.  J.  SACK, 
Director  of  the  Russian  Information 
Bureau  in  the  U,  S, 
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What  is  Bolshevism? 


OTHING  in  the  world  is  so  old  as  that  which  is  now 


called  "Bolshevism."   The  history  of  every  more  or  less 


^  civilized  people  testifies  that  there  has  not  been  a  theory, 
a  religion  or  a  philosophy  that  has  not  been  disfigured,  mis- 
interpreted, or  even  abused,  betrayed  in  its  deepest  meaning  and 
ideal. 

Christianity,  as  a  teaching  and  religion  existing  for  twenty 
centuries,  has  undergone  many  distortions  and  mutilations,  has 
been  transformed  to  the  very  antithesis.  One  has  only  to  recall 
the  "Christianity"  of  such  a  ruler  as  Philip  the  Second  of  Spain, 
with  his  inquisition,  when  whole  nations  were  doomed  to  be 
burned  and  murdered  in  the  name  of  Christ's  love  for  humanity. 
We  cannot  forget, too, the  Russian  Tzar,Ivan  the  Terrible, who, 
himself,  tortured  innocent  people,  holding  a  cross  in  one  hand 
and  nails  and  a  hammer  in  the  other,  the  whole  time  saying 
prayers  addressed  to  the  almighty,  gracious  Christ.  Was  that 
not  Bolshevism  in  the  sphere  of  religion,  and  have  we  not  seen 
that  all  the  perpetrators  of  those  criminal  deeds  were  themselves 
monsters  as  moral  and  mental  characters  ? 

We  see  now  that  the  harmonious,  humane,  well-shaped  theory 
of  Socialism,  founded  on  science,  the  theory  that  teaches  us 
what  reforms  and  changes  can  be  successfully  made  at  this  or 
that  moment  of  history,  endeavoring  to  make  these  changes  with 
as  little  distress  as  possible,  and  conserving  all  that  is  good  from 
■the  culture  of  the  past, — we  see  this  theory,  the  theory  of  So- 
cialism perverted  into  an  appeal  for  defiance,  vengeance,  rob- 
bery, destruction  and  the  immediate  murder  of  any  one  resisting 
these  atrocities.  Is  this  Bolshevism  not  like  that  of  Philip  II  of 
Spain  or  that  of  Ivan  the  Terrible  of  Russia?  And  at  what  a 
time !  It  came  at  the  moment  when  the  true  Socialists,  the  real 
workers  for  the  people,  were  so  near  their  aim,  when  all  the  de- 
sired reforms  could  have  been  easily  realized,  as  the  people  are 
prepared  for  them. 

Two  years  ago  we  had  in  Russia,  through  the  legislation  of  our 
Provisional  Government,  the  best  law's  insuring  political  free- 
dom: freedom  of  conscience,  of  speech,  of  press,  of  assembly. 
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We  had  equality  of  political  rights  for  both  sexes,  and  autonomy 
for  all  the  nationalities  inhabiting  Russia.  If  the  Constituent 
Assembly  had  not  been  dispersed  by  the  Bolshevist  bayonets, 
the  land  would  have  been  in  the  possession  of  those  who  till  it, 
on  the  basis  of  socialization.  The  workingmen  of  Russia  would 
be  living  under  the  protection  of  the  most  progressive  social 
legislation,  safeguarding  their  lives  and  health  and  giving  them 
the  possibility,  as  far  as  possible,  to  participate  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  industrial  life.  The  majority  in  the  Constituent  As- 
sembly was  held  by  the  Party  of  Socialists-Revolutionists,  and 
under  the  leadership  of  this  Party  the  Constituent  Assembly 
would  have  realized  the  sacred  hope  of  the  Russian  people. 

But  there  was  a  plot  against  this  program,  and  as  it  would 
have  been  impossible  to  overthrow  it  by  arguments,  the  Bol- 
sheviki  made  use  of  a  ruse.  By  double-dealing  they  insinuated 
to  our  ignorant  and  so-many-times  disappointed  masses  that  again 
they  would  be  deceived,  and  that  the  only  means  to  assure  the 
success  of  the  Revolution  was  to  act  at  once.  "Rob  the  robbers !" 
was  the  way  Lenine  put  it. 

It  was  a  match  to  the  dry  fuel  accumulated  during  many  cen- 
turies of  despotism  and  suffering,  of  servitude  and  desolation. 
For  sixteen  months  Russia  has  been  devoured  by  the  fire  of  in- 
quisition, and  Lenine  flaunts  it  as  a  triumph  of  Socialism  just  as 
Philip  of  Spain,  in  the  name  of  Christ,  rejoiced  in  the  burning  of 
his  victims  as  they  cried  and  writhed  on  the  live  coals  of  their 
funeral-piles.  Philip  of  Spain  and  Lenine  of  Russia — ^both  of 
them  without  any  feeling  for  humanity,  without  any  sense  of  jus- 
tice or  responsibility  towards  God  or  mankind. 

Such  beings  cannot  be  convinced  by  any  one  or  anything,  since 
their  fanaticism  is  based  on  selfishness  and  obstinacy,  and  they 
consider  themselves  above  all  the  laws  of  God  and  man.  Even 
the  results  testifying  to  their  mistakes  and  errors  do  not  change 
the  course  of  their  activities,  if  the  passion  for  destruction  and 
murder  can  be  so  called.  Did  we  not  see — in  Rome — Nero,  Cali- 
gula and  their  successors  taking  pleasure  in  ruling  people  with 
iron,  fire  and  blood  ?  They  were  mad,  perhaps.  But  who  knows 
about  Lenine  ?  His  policy  is  not  that  of  a  sane  brain,  and  girding 
himself  in  these  policies  of  incessant  terror  and  violence,  it  can- 
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not  be  that  he  enjoys  a  normal  state  of  mind  and  spirit. 

The  absurdity  and  criminality  of  the  Bolshevist  terrorism  is  so 
evident  that  some  sincere  elements,  most  of  them  very  young 
people,  who  joined  the  Bolsheviki  at  the  beginning,  attracted  by 
the  boldness  of  their  theory  and  by  their  demagogic  promises, 
have  left  them  long  ago.  Lenine's  tyranny,  just  like  the  Tzar's 
tyranny,  is  the  rule  of  a  very  small  minority  over  a  great  people, 
through  armed  force.  But  Lenine's  tyranny  is  even  worse  and 
more  destructive  than  that  of  the  Tzar,  and  therefore  the  longer 
Lenine  stays  in  power  the  more  possible  becomes  the  return  of 
Russia  to  Tzaristic  reaction.  The  monarchists  of  Russia,  al- 
though they  are  a  very  negligible  minority,  are  becoming  bolder 
day  by  day,  and  we,  old  Russian  democrats,  must  now  fight  on 
two  fronts:  against  Lenine  and  the  Bolsheviki  of  Tzarism.  It 
is  a  very  hard  task  and  probably  some  years  will  be  spent  before 
we  see  our  people  realize  their  ideal  of  freedom  and  justice,  of 
education  and  federation  into  a  whole  and  strong  State,  happy 
in  their  own  life  and  friendly  to  all  other  nations. 

There  is  one  hope  for  Russia,  and  a  very  strong  one — that  is 
our  peasantry.  This  class  cannot  long  endure  the  chaos  brought 
about  by  Bolshevism.  The  existence  of  their  families,  of  their 
husbandry,  is  at  stake.  Traditionally  they  are  religious  and 
they  ask  for  justice  and  truth.  And  there  is  no  doubt  but  that 
under  the  general  depression  and  anarchy  which  is  ravaging 
Russia,  there  is  a  strata  of  strong  characters  and  honest  souls 
that  will  finally  tear  off  the  crust  of  vice  and  depravity  from 
the  body  of  Russia  and  prove  their  ability  to  be  good  citizens  of 
their  country  and  true  friends  to  their  countrymen. 

Russia  will  exist  and  prosper, — of  that  there  is  no  doubt.  But 
at  this  hour  she  is  racked  by  the  sufferings  her  people  are  sub- 
jected to  through  the  sins  of  the  past  and  present  despotism, 
supported  by  the  evil  will  of  selfish  individuals  who,  anxious  as 
they  are  to  retain  in  their  hands  the  power  to  rule,  trample  un- 
der their  feet  all  that  is  cherished  by  humanity:  the  dignity  of 
a  people's  body  and  soul. 


What  We  Are  Fighting  For 

(The  Program  of  the  Russian  Democracy  Struggling  Against 

Bolshevism) 

I. 

TO  me  Russia's  psychological  regeneration  is  a  fact  beyond 
cavil  or  doubt.  The  phenomenon  of  a  monarchist  Rus- 
sia suddenly  becoming  a  distinctly  democratic  land,  with 
every  promise  of  the  rule  of  the  people,  is  to  me  equally 
clear  and  perfectly  understandable.  Our  peasantry  had  faith  in 
the  Tzar  as  in  an  anointed,  God-ordained  overlord  of  the  people 
and  its  wealth,  and  it  obeyed  his  will  and  followed  him.  But,  at 
the  same  time,  the  peasantry  always  hated  and  considered  as  su- 
perfluous the  living  w^all  that  stood  between  it  and  the  Tzar, 
which  consisted  of  all  that  was  privileged  in  Russia.  The  peas- 
antry, therefore,  was  forever  striving  to  "reach  the  very  Tzar" 
and  lay  before  him  in  person  the  malefactions  of  his  courtiers 
and  servants. 

Our  peasantry  never  trusted  either  the  nobility  or  the  bureau- 
crats, and  transacted  all  its  communal  business  by  itself,  trying 
to  escape  the  eye  and  the  ear  of  the  gentry.  It  was  always  fully 
self-governing,  and  it  requires  outside  intervention  just  as  little 
at  present,  and  seeks  outside  advice  only  in  exceptional  cases. 
Since  the  development  of  our  widespread  Cooperative  Move- 
ment, the  peasant  has  become  used  to  the  discussion  of  problems 
bigger  than  those  limited  to  his  communal  affairs  and  to  learn- 
ing the  importance  of  questions  of  general  national  economy. 
Little  wonder,  therefore,  that  when  the  faith  in  the  Tzar,  grad- 
ually undermined  by  events  and  the  growth  of  the  popular  con- 
sciousness, finally  broke  down,  our  peasantry  at  once  felt  itself 
freed  from  all  obligations  to  those  privileged  classes  which  it 
always  regarded  with  lack  of  confidence.  The  Bolsheviki  had 
only  to  exclaim :  "Don't  trust  them,  they  betrayed  you !  Strike 
them!"  And  the  people  forthv/ith  raised  its  arm  upon  this,  to 
them,  totally  strange  folk. 

To-day,  after  two  years  of  misrule  and  lawlessness,  after  the 
peasant  has  taken  actual  possession  of  the  lands  and  anything  he 
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could  find,  when  he  has  many  times  tested  his  strength,  in  the 
field  as  a  voluntary  soldier  and  in  his  own  village  by  the  self -con- 
trolling power  of  his  brain  and  brawn, — to-day  the  peasant  will 
not  submit  to  the  aggression  of  strange  domination  or  to  the  de- 
mands of  a  privileged  class.  He  will  be  satisfied  with  nothing 
less  than  direct  participation  in  the  affairs  of  State-building,  the 
rule  of  the  people  and  the  convocation  of  a  Constituent  Assembly 
where  he  may  register  his  will  and  be  assured  that  his  will  and 
consent  will  become  a  part  of  the  new  fundamental  law.  In 
speaking  of  the  peasantry,  I  have  in  mind  also  all  ex-soldiers  and 
workmen,  who,  for  lack  of  work  in  the  cities,  are  returning  to 
the  land  in  large  numbers.  All  these  elements  are  already  regard- 
ing the  soil  as  the  possession  of  the  people,  and  this  attitude  will 
remain  theirs  forever. 

No  amount  or  duration  of  aggression  can  force  the  peasants  to 
part  with  the  idea  that  the  land  belongs  to  those  who  till  it.  The 
land  should  be  transferred  forever  to  those  who  cultivate  it,  or 
else  we  shall  have  a  repetition  of  what  occurred  in  the  Ukraine 
during  the  rule  of  Skoropadsky  and  after  that.  It  is  high  time 
that  our  late  land-owners  understood  that  their  obstinacy  re- 
garding the  right  to  hold  more  land  than  the  regulated  amount, — 
such  an  amount  must  be  fixed, — ^will  but  lead  time  and  again  to 
the  extermination,  with  ever  increasing  ferocity,  of  large  por- 
tions of  the  population. 

We  must  not  disregard  and  remain  indifferent  to  the  lessons 
of  recent  history.  These  have  made  clear  that  without  the  im- 
mediate summoning  of  the  Constituent  Assembly,  without  popu- 
lar rule  and  political  freedom  and  without  the  unqualified  recog- 
nition of  the  transition  of  the  land  to  the  toiling  peasantry,  no 
program  for  Russia's  regeneration  can  be  constructed. 

II. 

The  recognition  of  the  principle  that  the  land  is  the  property 
of  the  people,  owned  with  all  its  surface  wealth,  its  underground 
riches  and  its  waters  by  the  Russian  Republic,  will  settle  the  in- 
dustrial policy  of  our  country  to  a  considerable  degree. 

We  must  not  forget  the  far-reaching  changes  in  the  psychology 
of  our  working  masses,  as  well  as  the  changes  in  the  actual  con- 
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dition  of  our  productive  forces  during  the  past  two  years.  We 
must  also  take  into  account  the  various  "nationaHzations,"  ''so- 
cializations" and  similar  experiments  practiced  upon  Russian  trade 
and  industry  by  the  Bolsheviki.  We  must  consider  also  the  fact 
that  a  direct  and  an  absolute  return  to  our  former  methods  is 
impossible. 

First  of  all,  therefore,  before  declaring  our  industry  dena- 
tionalized, we  must  prepare  a  program  for  this  denationaliza- 
tion, perhaps,  leaving  a  number  of  branches  of  industry  in  the 
hands  of  the  State,  such  as  the  gold,  platinum  and  the  silver  in- 
dustries, and  a  part  of  the  railroads  and  water-ways. 

Furthermore,  in  giving  latitude  to  private  enterprise  and  in  per- 
mitting the  entrance  of  foreign  capital  into  our  field,  for  the 
development  of  our  productive  forces,  we  must  at  once  draw 
up  a  fundamental  plan  of  State  control  over  industry  with  the 
guaranteed  participation  of  workers'  representatives,  and  also 
put  into  effect  a  program  of  labor  legislation  by  placing  at  the 
forefront  State  recognition  of  the  eight-hour  work  day,  and 
of  a  six-hour  day  for  those  employed  at  hazardous  trades  (chemi- 
cal factories,  mining  and  underground  work),  on  the  one  hand, 
and  State  insurance  against  sickness,  accident,  old  age  and  dis- 
ability on  the  other  hand. 

Owing  to  the  transition  of  the  land  to  the  working  masses 
and  the  attendant  large  migration  of  the  population  of  the  cities 
to  the  villages,  and  equally  as  much  to  the  complete  disorganiza- 
tion of  our  industry  and  transportation  facilities,  which  will  keep 
our  big  industrial  establishments  out  of  working  order  for  a  time 
to  come,  it  will  behoove  the  State  to  turn  its  earnest  attention  and 
to  assist  by  all  means  possible,  through  our  Cooperatives  and 
through  the  Zemstvos,  the  activity  of  our  village  hand-work  in- 
dustries ("Kustar'*  industries). 

We  must  not  forget  that  Russia  now  finds  herself  industrially 
in  a  semi-primitive  condition  and  is  suffering  from  the  total  lack 
of  products  which  have  an  industrial  as  well  as  a  cultural  im- 
portance. The  lack  of  adequate  railways  may  even  prevent  for- 
eign goods  from  reaching  her  for  a  long  time,  and  our  hundreds 
of  thousands  of  villages  will  for  long  remain  in  darkness,  filth 
and  ignorance  without  kerosene,  soap,  thread,  needles,  books  and 
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paper,  unless  the  Government  will  come  to  their  assistance  with 
the  necessary  means  and  instructors,  and  help  the  productive  Co- 
operatives and  give  to  the  workers  the  opportunity  to  exploit  the 
wealth  of  the  land  under  the  protection  and  aid  of  the  Govern- 
ment. 

We  must  forget  all  friction  and  tackle  the  problem  of  curing 
our  ills  hand  in  hand  with  our  people,  for  our  people  and  through 
our  people. 

III. 

My  attitude  towards  the  Allies  is  not  predicated  upon  any  hope 
of  military  aid  from  their  side,  and  I  even  doubt  the  feasibility 
of  such  aid.  Not  that  I  regard  it  essentially  impossible,  or  that 
there  are  no  means  in  the  hands  of  the  Allies  for  rendering 
us  assistance,  but  because  their  Governments  have  become  en- 
tangled in  their  own  affairs,  or  rather  wranglings,  about  as  badly 
as  our  Russian  parties  were  two  years  ago.  We  could  not  at 
that  time  arrive  at  any  concrete  results,  and  neither  can  they 
at  present. 

Not  a  single  Government  is  sure  of  its  own  *'to-morrow/'  and  ; 
they  are  all  straining  their  efforts  to  surmount  the  vicissitudes  ' 
of  "to-day."  They  have  had  to  change  their  tactics  day  by  day 
in  their  own  home  affairs,  and  how  can  they  ever  be  expected 
to  comprehend  the  ills  and  wants  of  a  people  strange  to  them! 
One  day  Russia  appears  to  them  as  the  fur  of  a  bear  which  they 
would  eagerly  divide  up  among  themselves ;  the  next  day  it  is 
an  abominable  pestilence  which  must  be  combatted  with  a  flood 
of  disinfectants ;  and  then,  of  a  sudden,  it  is  presented  as  a  hearth 
of  idealism  which  may  yet  astonish  the  world  with  its  new 
splendor !  , 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  way  out  of  this  entangled  situation  is 
about  as  follows:  The  Russian  political  parties,  having  agreed 
upon  a  definite  political  program,  the  fundamentals  of  which  we 
state  below,  must  compel  our  Military  Chiefs  in  Russia  to  ac- 
cept it.  We  must  prove  to  the  democracies  of  the  world  that  we 
struggle,  indeed,  for  democracy  and  freedom  against  despotism 
and  tyranny.  We  must  appeal  in  the  name  of  the  Russian  people 
to  the  Allied  democracies,  and  not  to  their  Governments,  for 
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help  in  our  struggle,  and  call  upon  them  for  enlistments  in  our 
volunteer  Army  along  the  line  of  aid  rendered  us  by  the  Czecho- 
slovak Army.  It  appears  to  me  that  the  success  of  such  an 
appeal,  when  the  attitude  of  the  people  of  France  and  America 
and  their  strong  antagonism  to  Bolshevism  at  home  is  considered, 
would  be  considerable,  and  we  do  not  require  more  than  200,000 
additional  bayonets  to  save  Russia. 

The  problem  for  the  Allies  would  be  merely  to  arm,  provision 
and  supply  such  a  volunteer  Army.  And  should  these  materials 
not  be  forthcoming  from  the  Allies,  we  must  be  ready  for  the 
emergency  and  purchase  abroad  the  necessary  equipment  with 
the  ready  gold  which  we  have  on  hand.  But  I  repeat  that  with- 
out a  unanimously  adopted  democratic  program,  without  the  root- 
ing out  of  reactionary  and  ''ataman"  hooliganism  in  Russia,  we 
had  better  not  make  a  sorry  spectacle  of  ourselves  and  not  call 
for  aid. 

IV. 

Confronted  with  the  fact  that  at  present  two  extreme  tendencies 
are  raging  in  Russia,  one  worse  than  the  other,  Bolshevism  and 
the  reaction  of  the  Black  Hundreds,  and  knowing  that  Russia 
can  be  regenerated  only  through  freedom  and  popular  rule,  we 
must  wage  an  open  war  against  the  Bolsheviki  of  the  Left  and 
the  Right.  We  must  eliminate  both  of  these  elements  that  are 
destroying  Russia's  existence  and  freedom,  and  thereby  make 
possible  the  speediest  application  of  the  principles  laid  down  by 
the  Great  Revolution  of  March,  1917.  We  must  adopt  the  fol- 
/ owing  program : 

(1)  The  reestablishment  of  all  civic  liberties;  (a)  freedom  of 
speech,  (b)  of  the  press,  (c)  of  assembly,  (d)  of  associations, 
(e)  inviolability  of  person,  residence  and  mail,  (f)  freedom  of 
religion, — on  the  basis  of  the  temporary  law  s  passed  by  the  Rus- 
sian Provisional  Government. 

(2)  The  reestablishment  of  municipal  and  rural  (Zemstvo) 
self-government  on  the  basis  of  the  laws  passed  by  the  Russian 
Provisional  Government. 

(3)  The  summoning  in  the  briefest  possible  time  of  an  All- 
Russian  Constituent  Assembly  on  the  basis  of  the  election  law 
promulgated  by  the  Provisional  Government. 


What  We  Are  Fighting  For 


17 


(4)  The  proclamation  of  Russia  as  a  democratic,  federated 
Republic. 

(5)  The  resumption  of  the  work  of  the  Committees  assigned 
to  prepare  the  plans  for  the  organization  of  regional  Dumas  (Si- 
beria, Ural,  Northern  Provinces,  Southern  Provinces,  etc),  and 
the  renewal  of  the  functioning  of  the  Regional  Governments. 

(6)  The  recognition  of  the  transition  of  the  land  to  the  toiling 
masses,  pending  the  final  solution  of  the  land  problem  by  the 
Constituent  Assembly,  and  the  transfer  of  the  administration  of 
agrarian  affairs  to  the  proper  Zemstvo  institutions. 

(7)  The  recognition  of  the  nationalization  of  forests,  waters 
and  the  substrata  of  the  soil,  pending  action  by  the  Constituent 
Assembly. 

(8)  The  State  control  of  industry  in  cooperation  with  the 
Zemstvos  and  workers'  organizations. 

(9)  Decisive  encouragement  and  help  to  Cooperatives  and  to 
the  Zemstvos  by  the  Government.  The  immediate  organization 
of  trade  and  industry. 

(10)  Autonomy  for  nationalities  in  Russia  on  the  basis  of  the 
laws  passed  by  the  Russian  Provisional  Government. 

(11)  The  recognition  of  the  separation  of  Church  from  State. 

(12)  The  organization  of  an  effective  Army  on  the  basis  of 
the  soldier's  retention  of  his  rights  as  a  man  and  a  citizen. 

(13)  The  declaration  as  null  and  void  of  all  the  decrees  of  the 
Bolsheviki,  with  the  adoption  of  a  policy  of  gradual  transition 
frorn  conditions  under  their  regime  to  the  newly  moulded  forms, 
on  the  basis  of  temporary  regulations  to  be  ordained  either  by 
the  future  Provisional  Government  or  by  the  Constituent  As- 
sembly. 

(14)  Immediate  amnesty  to  all  political  prisoners,  if  their  of- 
fenses have  no  taint  of  criminality. 

The  time  for  despotism  and  the  suppression  of  the  ideas  and 
strivings  of  the  people  tov/ards  a  decent  human  life  is  gone  for- 
ever. We  cannot  save  Russia  without  sincere  service  to  the  ideals 
of  freedom.  We  are  prepared  to  give  her  all  freely,  unhesitat- 
ingly and  without  fear  of  sacrifice. 
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IT  happens  very  often  that  we  do  not  understand  one  another 
only  because  we  express  two  different  ideas  through  the 
same  word  knd  call  quite  different  conceptions  by  the 
same  name. 

Since  my  coming  to  the  United  States  I  have  been  asked  again 
and  again  whether  I  am  for  or  against  "intervention."  I  will 
answer  plainly,  as  I  have  answered  before,  that  I  was  for  render- 
ing Russia  general  and  military  help.  While  all  the  progressive 
forces  in  Russia,  including  the  Party  of  Socialists-Revolution- 
ists, asked  the  Allies  for  help  when  the  Bolsheviki  betrayed  Rus- 
sia to  the  Germans,  and  Count  von  Mirbach  was  ruling  Russia 
through  the  servile  Lenine  and  Trotsky,  not  a  single  Russian 
has  ever  asked  the  Allies  for  intervention. 

The  difference  between  help  and  intervention  is  very  simple. 
The  United  States  of  America  has  rendered  general  and  military 
help  to  England,  France,  Belgium  and  Italy,  and  nobody  ever 
called  it  intervention.  First,  the  United  States  was  fighting  Ger- 
many, the  common  enemy  of  the  United  States  and  the  Allied 
countries,  and  second,  the  United  States  landed  its  military 
force  upon  the  shores  of  France  at  the  invitation  of  the  people 
of  France,  extended  through  their  Government. 

The  Allies  came  into  Russia  after  the  Bolsheviki  had  destroyed 
the  Russian  Army  and  betrayed  our  country  to  Germany.  The 
collapse  of  the  Russian  armies  made  it  possible  for  the  Germans  to 
transfer  a  great  part  of  their  forces  from  the  Eastern  front  to 
the  Western  and  thereby  to  endanger  the  Western  democracies. 
Every  one  who  recalls  the  last  German  offensive  knows  that  there 
was  not  a  single  moment  more  dangerous  for  the  Allied  cause 
than  the  moment  of  this  last  German  rush  towards  Paris. 

The  Bolsheviki  destroyed  the  Russian  front  and  thereby  in- 
creased the  power  of  German  militarism  to  an  unknown  degree. 
If  the  United  States  had  not  sent  a  powerful  army  to  France, 
Germany  would  now  be  the  victor.  In  addition  to  the  crimes  in 
their  foreign  policy,  which  culminated  in  the  treacherous  Brest- 
Litovsk  "peace"  with  German  militarists,  the  Bolsheviki  have 
committed  innumerable  crimes  in  their  internal  policy.  They 
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have  destroyed  all  civil  liberties  in  Russia ;  freedom  of  speech,  of 
the  press,  of  assemblage  and  of  organization;  they  have  filled 
the  prisons  throughout  the  coimtry  w^ith  their  political  adversaries, 
proclaiming  "enemies  of  the  people"  not  only  the  Liberals,  the 
Constitutional-Democratic  Party,  but  also  the  Party  of  Social- 
ists-Revolutionists and  the  Social-Democrats  Mensheviki,  that  is, 
the  parties  of  the  Russian  peasantry  and  proletariat.  They  have 
instituted  a  system  of  terror  unequalled  in  cruelty,  and  while 
hundreds  of  innocent  hostages  v^^ould  pay  with  their  lives  for 
the  assassination  or  for  the  attempt  to  assassinate  a  Bolshevist 
commissaire,  they  did  not  punish  the  Red  Guards  who  assas- 
sinated the  two  Ministers  of  the  Provisional  Government,  Ko- 
koshkin  and  Shingariev,  while  the  latter  were  under  Bolshevist 
arrest,  lying  sick  in  a  hospital. 

Among  all  the  crimes  of  the  Bolsheviki's  internal  policy — if  we 
may  call  their  capricious  regime  of  tyranny  and  anarchy  a  policy 
— their  greatest  crime  was  the  dispersing  of  the  Constituent  As- 
sembly, elected  on  the  basis  of  universal,  direct,  equal  and  secret 
suffrage.  By  this  act  the  Bolshevist  tyrants  have  deprived  the 
Russian  people  of  the  possibility  of  building  up  a  truly  democratic 
government,  a  government  of  the  people,  by  the  people  and  for 
the  people. 

It  would  be  a  mistake  to  think  that  after  the  Constituent  As- 
sembly was  dispersed,  and  the  Russian  people  deprived  of  the 
right  not  only  to  govern  themselves,  but  even  to  speak  and  to 
think  as  they  like,  that  the  Bolsheviki — Lenine,  Trotsky  and 
others  became  the  real  rulers  of  the  coimtry.  No,  during  this 
terrible  period  when  we,  Russian  democrats,  saw'  our  Russia  suf- 
fering and  bleeding  as  never  before,  the  real  ruler  of  Russia  was 
the  German  Ambassador,  Count  von  Mirbach,  who  moved  to 
Moscow  and  daily  gave  orders  to  Lenine  and  Trotsky. 

The  German  armies,  in  spite  of  the  *'peace,"  moved  deeper  and 
deeper  into  the  heart  of  Russia.  A  great  part  of  these  armies 
was  removed  to  the  West,  and  the  air  was  filled  with  rumors  and 
the  presentiment  that  a  new,  a  decisive  German  offensive  would 
soon  take  place  in  the  West,  an  offensive  with  a  great  chance  for 
success,  an  offensive  which  might  bring  victory  for  German  mili- 
tarism, the  realization  of  German  domination  throughout  the 
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world.  Under  such  circumstances,  even  the  so-called  Socialists- 
Revolutionists  of  the  Left,  who  had  cooperated  with  the  Bol- 
sheviki  up  to  the  moment  of  the  Brest-Litovsk  Treaty,  revolted 
against  the  Bolsheviki  and  the  Germans,  and  organized  the  assas- 
sination of  von  Mirbach.  Lenine  and  Trotsky,  in  their  servitude 
to  their  then  powerful  German  masters,  ordered  the  execution  of 
many  of  the  Socialists-Revolutionists  of  the  Left. 

It  was  at  this  time  that  Russia  called  to  the  AHies  for  help, 
not  only  for  general,  but  also  for  military  help,  just  as  France  and 
England  called  upon  the  United  States  for  help  when  their  Ex- 
traordinary Missions,  led  by  Marshal  Joffre  and  Lord  Balfour, 
visited  this  country  soon  after  this  country's  entrance  into  the 
war.  It  is  true  that  at  this  time  there  was  not  an  organized 
Russian  government  in  existence.  The  Provisional  Government 
had  been  overthrown,  and  the  Constituent  Assembly  had  been  dis- 
persed by  bayonets.  But,  the  members  of  the  Constituent  As- 
sembly who  convened  secretly  in  Moscow  in  April,  1918,  called 
upon  the  Allies  for  military  help,  sending  their  message  through 
Alexander  Kerensky.  The  Moscow  Congress  of  the  Party  of 
Socialists-Revolutionists,  the  Party  which  held  the  majority  in 
the  Constituent  Assembly,  called  upon  the  Allies  for  military 
help  in  the  resolution  adopted  in  May,  1918.  The  Constitutional- 
Democratic  Party  also  called  upon  the  Allies  for  mihtary  help. 
With  the  exception  of  the  Bolsheviki,  there  was  not  a  single  po- 
litical group  in  Russia  that  was  opposed  to  an  Allied  Army  com- 
ing to  Russia.  The  Bolshevist  opposition  was  natural,  since  they 
were  depending  upon  the  German  Army. 

The  Allies  came  to  Russia  upon  the  invitation  of  the  Russian 
people,  for  the  purpose  of  fighting  the  Germans  and  their  sup- 
porters, the  Bolsheviki.  It  was  clear  from  the  outset  that  they 
were  invited  only  for  such  a  purpose,  and  the  Allies  themselves 
have  given  guaranties  not  to  interfere  with  the  internal  affairs 
of  the  Russian  people.  Such  guaranties  were  contained  in  the 
declarations  of  the  United  States,  English  and  Japanese  Gov- 
ernments and  in  the  many  appeals  and  declarations  issued  by  their 
diplomatic  and  military  representatives  in  Russia. 

Russia,  through  her  enormous  sacrifices,  was  and  is  entitled  to 
Allied  help.    On  the  other  hand,  no  one  has  any  right  to  interfere 
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with  the  sacred  right  of  the  Russian  people  to  choose  the  form 
of  government  they  want.  The  future  Russian  government  will 
be  chosen  at  the  All-Russian  Constituent  Assembly  elected  by 
the  entire  people,  and  the  Allies  should  render  the  Russian  peo- 
ple all  the  help  they  need  to  enable  them  to  create  a  real  demo- 
cratic government  through  a  Constituent  Assembly. 

This,  I  hope,  answers  the  question.  Just  as  all  Russian  demo- 
crats, I  was  for  rendering  Russia  all  the  economic,  financial,  tech- 
nical and  military  help  she  needs  to  enable  her  to  reestablish  the 
Municipalities  and  Zemstvos  elected  on  the  basis  of  universal 
suffrage,  which  were  dispersed  by  the  Bolsheviki,  and  to  convoke 
an  Ali-Russian  Constituent  Assembly  which  would  define  the 
Constitution  of  the  State  and  solve  Russia's  main  political  and 
social  problems. 

As  for  the  present,  I  may  say  that  our  relation  to  the  Allies  will 
depend  fully  upon  their  capacity  for  honesty  and  unselfishness 
towards  us.  There  are  grave  symptoms  in  existence:  on  the  one 
hand,  an  inclination  to  use  our  m.isfortunes  for  purely  selfish 
purposes,  and,  on  the  other  hand,  almost  complete  indifference 
towards  the  cause  of  our  freedom.  This  indifference  is  encourag- 
ing to  those  elements  in  Russia's  life  who  would  like  to  bring 
the  country  back  to  where  she  was  before  March,  1917. 

Having  watched  the  Allied  policy  in  Russia,  I  may  say  that  the 
policy  has  been  so  undefined  and  contradictory  that  I  cannot  find 
a  single  principle  which  would  explain  it.  The  Allied  policy  is  an 
enigma  to  us,  and,  in  conclusion,  I  will  say  again:  Sincere  help 
excludes  the  elements  which  are  usually  called  ''intervention." 
Help,  every  kind  of  help,  should  be  rendered  the  Russian  people, 
but  they  themselves  must  define  their  form  of  government  and 
their  political  future.  And  they  will  do  it  through  an  All-Rus- 
sian  Constituent  Assembly. 
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THERE  is  no  great  thought,  no  large  program,  no  beauti- 
ful suggestion  that  can  be  successfully  realized  without 
hard,  detailed  and  prolonged  work.  The  more  splendid 
and  attractive  the  idea,  the  more  it  contains  promises  for  a  desired 
future,  the  more  it  requires  assiduity,  concentration,  indefatigable 
efforts,  incessant  drudgery. 

Thu5  it  is  with  the  plan  of  the  League  of  Nations.  We  per- 
ceive the  immense  significance  of  this  generous  idea.  We  are 
anxious  to  see  the  time  when  all  States  and  nations  will,  side  by 
side,  decide  the  complicated  questions  that  arise  in  the  political 
and  economic  life  of  peoples,  decide  them  with  the  utmost  con- 
sideration for  the  welfare  of  each  and  every  one  of  them.  War, 
this  lynch  method,  was  condemned  long  ago;  condemned,  hated, 
cursed,  and  yet  it  continues. 

At  this  solemn  moment,  after  a  great  tragedy  which  has  car- 
ried away  millions  of  young  people,  buried  the  flower  of  the  na- 
tions, the  demand  for  a  League  of  Nations  is  both  a  moral  and  a 
practical  demand.  With  the  casualties  of  this  war  piling  up  to  not 
less  than  twenty-five  millions,  of  whom  about  ten  millions  were 
actually  killed,  another  war  again  involving  the  great  nations  of 
the  world  would  mean  the  ruin  of  modem  civilization.  The  rela- 
tions between  nations  must  be  built  upon  a  basis  which  would 
make  a  future  war  impossible.  Woe  to  humanity  if  we  are  unable 
to  work  out  such  a  basis. 

The  first  thing  to  understand  is  the  plain  fact  that  the  cultural, 
technical,  commercial  and  financial  development  of  the  great  na- 
tions of  the  world  during  the  last  half  century  has  brought 
them  so  close  together  that  they  are  now  practically  one  body 
and  one  soul.  When  there  is  an  infection  in  one  part  of  the  body, 
the  entire  body  is  endangered. 

The  German  militaristic  clique  was  a  poisonous  infection  in 
the  heart  of  Europe,  and  since  Europe  is  the  heart  of  modem 
civilization,  the  entire  civilization  was  in  a  state  of  mortal  danger 
until  the  united  forces  of  humanity  cmshed  German  militarism 
and  its  idea  of  world  domination.    The  poisonous  infection, 


Russia  and  the  League  of  Nations 


23 


gathered  in  Germany  since  the  Franco-Prussian  War,  came  to  the 
surface  after  an  insignificant  incident  which  nobody  could  then 
consider  the  overture  to  a  world's  war. 

An  Austrian  Crown  Prince  was  killed,  and  this  was  the  begin- 
ning of  a  tragic  development  which  has  destroyed  many  millions 
of  young  lives  and  ruined  entire  countries.  The  assassination  of 
the  Austrian  Crown  Prince  was  followed  up  by  the  impossible 
Austrian  ultimatum  to  Serbia,  an  ultimatum  inspired  by  mili- 
taristic Germany.  Russia  came  to  the  rescue  of  Serbia,  Ger- 
many stood  behind  Austria.  France  came  to  help  Russia,  and  the 
violation  of  Belgium's  neutrality  brought  England  to  the  scene. 
The  German  militarists  put  everything  at  stake  and  the  ruthless- 
ness  of  the  German  war  methods  brought  in  the  United  States  in 
1917.  Now  the  American  boys,  many  thousands  of  them,  sleep 
on  the  battle-fields  together  with  their  European  brothers. 

This  is  only  a  single  illustration  ol  the  fact  that  the  time  when 
nations  could  live  in  isolation  has  long  ago  passed.  Not  only  the 
fate  of  every  European  nation  depends  upon  the  welfare  of  all 
other  European  nations,  but  even  the  fate  of  the  New  World  de- 
pends upon  the  welfare  of  the  Old  World.  The  great  republic  of 
the  United  States  mobilized  four  millions  of  her  soldiers  and 
sent  two  millions  to  France,  understanding  that  the  victory  of 
German  militarism  would  endanger  the  safety  of  homes  and 
democratic  institutions  throughout  the  world,  and  would  be  felt 
very  soon  even  on  the  shores  of  this  peaceful  country. 

The  idea  of  the  League  of  Nations  is  nothing  more  than  recog- 
nition that  the  time  has  come  for  the  nations  of  the  world  to  come 
together  for  peaceful  cooperation.  They  cannot  live  isolated; 
they  must  cooperate  or  fight.  The  world  is  tired  of  fighting, 
and,  on  the  other  hand,  with  modern  technical  development,  a 
repetition  of  the  world's  war  would  mean,  as  I  have  said  before, 
the  ruin  of  our  entire  civilization.  Therefore  the  nations  of  the 
world  must  cooperate. 

Here  we  come  to  the  next  principle  of  the  League  of  Nations : 
All  nations  must  be  included  in  the  League.  The  excluded  na- 
tions, if  there  will  be  such,  will  have  a  tendency  to  unite  among 
themselves,  and  this  will  bring  the  world  back  to  old  Alliances, 
competing,  watching  and  finally  fighting  one  another. 
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The  League  of  Nations,  as  proposed,  does  not  include  not  only 
the  former  enemy  coimtries,  it  does  not  include  even  Russia. 
This  is  due  to  the  indisputable  fact,  a  very  pitiful  fact,  that  the 
Allied  statesmen  do  not  know'  Russia  and  do  not  understand  the 
importance  of  the  Russian  problem.  If  they  did  understand  it 
and  if  they  were  able  to  learn  from  the  mistakes  of  their  Rus- 
sian policy  in  the  past,  they  would  undertake  the  solution  of  the 
Russian  problem  as  the  first  in  importance  at  the  Peace  Confer- 
ence, and  would  propose  a  more  thoughtful  and  happy  plan  than 
that  the  wolf  and  the  lamb  should  meet  in  conference  on  the 
Isle  of  Prinkipo. 

Russia,  mute  for  a  thousand  years,  reminded  the  world  in  1905 
that  she  was  awakening,  and  warned  the  world  of  her  intention  to 
arise  and  place  herself  among  those  nations  who  had  awakened 
before  her.  Did  the  democratic  nations  of  the  world  understand 
the  Russian  problem  as  presented  by  the  first  Revolution  in  1905  ? 
No,  they  did  not  understand  it  then,  as  they  do  not  understand  it 
now. 

The  Revolution  of  1905  was  the  mighty  movement  of  a  great 
awakened  people,  and  there  were  several  moments  in  this  move- 
ment when  it  seemed  that  victory  would  rest  with  the  people. 
The  Revolution  of  1905  came  to  naught  not  only  because  of 
certain  internal  conditions,  but  also  because  the  democratic  na- 
tions outside  of  Russia  did  not  support  the  Russian  people  strug- 
gling against  Tzarism  as  much  as  they  should  have,  morally 
and  physically. 

As  a  result  of  the  failure  of  the  Revolution  of  1905,  the  Rus- 
sian people  for  another  ten  years  had  to  live  under  the  decaying 
Tzarist  regime.  If  the  Revolution  of  1905  had  been  successful, 
and  Russia  had  then  become  a  free,  democratic  nation — nine 
years  later,  in  1914,  she  would  have  been  nationally  so  united  and 
strong,  and  her  alliance  with  the  democracies  of  England  and 
France  would  have  been  so  natural  that  the  German  militaristic 
clique  would  have  hesitated  long  before  deciding  to  fight  such  a 
powerful  coalition.  It  was  the  prepared  plan  of  the  German 
General  Staff  to  rush  their  armies  first  against  France,  feeling 
sure  that  it  would  take  a  long  time  for  Russia  to  mobilize  her 
armies,  since  the  population  would  be  slow  to  respond  to  the  call 
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of  the  hated  Tzar's  Government  to  the  colors.  The  Germans 
thought  and  hoped  that  the  Revolution  would  start  in  Russia 
immediately  after  the  declaration  of  war,  and  that  the  victorious 
German  armies,  turning  to  Russia  from  conquered  France,  would 
be  able  to  grab  the  country,  torn  by  the  flame  of  Revolution,  with 
bare  hands. 

Fortunately  developments  did  not  take  the  course  which  the 
Germans  had  hoped  for  so  much.  The  people  of  Russia,  although 
hating  the  Tzar's  regime,  understood  the  historical  meaning  of 
this  war,  understood  that  the  fate  of  democracy  was  in  the  bal- 
ance, and  for  three  long  years  stood  loyally  on  the  firing  lines, 
defending  together  with  the  Allies  the  cause  of  civilization  and 
freedom. 

Nevertheless,  the  fact  remains  that  Russia,  discontented  and 
disorganized  under  the  Tzar's  regime,  inspired  with  hope  the 
German  militarists  who  would  probably  never  have  started  this 
war  if  Russia  had  become  free  in  1905.  The  German  peace  party 
would  have  overwhelmed  the  war  party  if  Germany  had  found 
herself  surrounded  by  free  nations  fourteen  years  ago. 

This  means  that  at  the  moment  the  Russian  Revolution  of  1905 
was  defeated,  a  death  sentence  was  signed  for  the  many  millions 
of  children  of  12  to  15  who  were  then  innocently  playing  on  the 
streets  and  in  the  schools  of  Europe  and  the  United  States.  And 
this  means,  in  turn,  that  all  the  nations  of  the  world  depend  upon 
each  other  for  their  life  and  happiness,  and  that  the  entire  world 
needed  a  free,  democratic  Russia  long  ago. 

A  free  democratic  Russia  will  be  as  much  a  blessing  for  human- 
ity as  a  Tzarist  or  a  Bolshevist  Russia  is  a  menace  for  humanity. 
In  any  case,  humanity  cannot  be  either  safe  or  organized  without 
Russia.  The  problem  of  a  League  of  Nations  will  never  be 
solved,  although  it  must  be  solved  immediately,  without  first  solv- 
ing the  Russian  problem  by  helping  Russia  to  become  an  orderly 
democracy  and  then  by  bringing  in  democratic  Russia  as  a  partner 
in  the  League. 

Woe  to  the  world  if,  at  this  moment,  when  the  fate  of  mankind 
is  in  the  balance,  the  Allies  forget  their  moral  and  political  obli- 
gations towards  Russia !  Her  immense  distances,  her  miscel- 
laneous and  enormous  population,  do  not  permit  her  to  organize 
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herself  into  a  compact  and  solid  force  in  a  short  time.  She  feels 
her  way  in  the  dark  and  seeks  her  salvation  blindly.  In  her  pas- 
sionate efforts  she  can  disturb  the  life  of  her  peaceful  neighbors. 
And,  what  is  worse,  she  can,  in  her  anxiety,  bring  darkness  and 
disturbances  to  other  countries  for  a  long  time. 

Nations!  Remember,  the  offending  of  even  a  small  nation 
often  evokes  consequences  that  disrupt  the  order  of  international 
relations.  And  what  is  there  to  say  about  the  rights  of  a  country 
occupying  one-sixth  part  of  the  globe,  including  in  its  boundaries 
not  fewer  than  a  hundred  different  races,  a  coimtry  which  con- 
tains in  its  lap  the  most  wonderful  riches,  which  has  bred  a  people 
of  the  highest  spiritual  type,  a  people  prepared  to  die  in  the  strug- 
gle for  truth,  for  an  honest  life,  founded  on  just  principles ! 


Russia  Will  Emerge  Free,  Strong 
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ONT  be  afraid,  good  friends  of  Russia;  don't  rejoice, 
cruel  enemies!  Russia  will  not  die,  nor  will  she  be 
divided. 


Nature  itself  has  constructed  her  to  remain  in  her  entirety. 
History  itself  worked  at  the  structure  of  this  formidable  mass, 
and  hundreds  of  generations  of  brave  and  religious  people  were 
active  gathering  the  bricks  and  stones  to  lay  the  foundation  of  an 
edifice,  cemented  by  the  blood  and  energy  of  men  who  struggled 
not  for  the  sake  of  glory,  not  out  of  presumption  and  pride,  but 
guided  by  essential  need,  by  foresight  and  providence. 

It  was  not  the  Tzar's  troops  who  acquired  the  land  which  com- 
prises the  stock  of  the  Russian  State,  who  laid  its  foundation,  and 
accumulated  its  riches.  It  was  the  people  themselves,  those  Rus- 
sian peasants,  semi-savage;  but  well  adapted  to  till  the  soil,  to 
hunt,  to  fish,  to  plant,  who,  step  by  step,  and  year  by  year,  ex- 
tended their  domain  to  east,  north  and  south. 

In  the  forests  and  swamps  which  covered  the  immense  plains 
of  the  Russia  of  past  days,  our  moujik  sought  space  where  he 
could  sow  and  harvest,  where  his  little  block  house  was  out  of 
danger  of  being  destroyed  by  \he  bears  of  the  Northern  forests. 

To  these  peaceful  conquerors  Russia  is  indebted  for  her  shores 
on  the  Arctic  Ocean,  on  the  Black  Sea,  on  the  Pacific  Ocean  and 
the  Caspian  Sea.  To  them — for  all  the  timbers  of  Archangel, 
the  minerals  of  the  Ural,  the  gold  and  furs  of  Siberia,  the  wheat 
and  flax  of  the  Ukraine,  and  the  fruit  and  cotton  of  Central  Asia. 

Yes,  Russia  is  great  and  united  by  the  efforts  of  her  creators — 
the  Russian  peasants. 

And  for  many  centuries  the  vast  spaces  which  entered  into  the 
formation  of  the  Central  State  became  provinces  strongly  linked 
together,  not  so  much  by  the  common  rule  and  domination  as  by 
the  mutual  services  rendered  one  another.  They  all  became  safe- 
guards against  the  invasions  of  the  semi-wild  tribes  that  sur- 
rounded Russia  on  all  her  frontiers — east,  west,  north  and  south. 
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They  all  fortified  the  stronghold  of  the  center,  the  Moscow  region, 
which  did  not  fear  the  assault  of  an  enemy. 

But  it  was  not  physical  force  alone  which  bound  the  several 
provinces  together  so  fast.  There  existed,  and  there  exists  now', 
a  more  powerful  force,  which  makes  impossible  their  tearing 
apart.    This  force  is  their  dependency  upon  one  another. 

The  Moscow  (Moscovite)  State,  comparatively  poor  in  natural 
resources,  had  to  get  both  its  necessities  and  its  luxuries  from  the 
outside  world.  But,  as  the  restriction  in  relations  and  communi- 
cations with  Europe  did  not  permit  Moscow  to  share  the  riches 
of  the  West,  it  acquired  them  from  the  lands,  where  the  inde- 
fatigable feet  of  their  inhabitants  explored  every  nook,  searching 
for  nature's  gifts. 

Roving,  settling  and  marrying  in  new  lands,  the  moujik  worked 
so  well  that  after  he  built  his  Greek-Catholic  Church,  and  was 
sure  that  no  evil  force  could  harm  him  on  the  ground  he  had 
chosen,  that  his  children  could  be  baptized,  and  he  himself  buried 
with  a  cross  on  his  breast — the  moujik  could  afford  to  go  to  Mos- 
cow to  show  the  people  what  beautiful  things,  what  delicate  furs, 
what  brilliant  stones  and  what  excellent  fruits  were  found  in  this 
or  that  part  of  the  Tzar's  domain. 

This  was  enough  to  excite  jealousy  and  covetousness  at  the 
Moscow  Court,  and  armed  men  with  greedy  chiefs  were  sent  to 
subjugate  and  tax  these  producers  of  great  fortunes.  But,  robbed 
as  they  were  by  their  own  Government,  the  peasants  in  those 
large  and  rich  provinces  grew  richer  and  richer  and  began  a 
traffic  with  their  neighbors,  exchanging  their  surplus  for  that  of 
other  provinces  possessed  of  different  raw  materials.  Then  for- 
eign merchants  came  to  traffic,  and  later  to  their  own  capacities 
were  added  foreign  skill  and  forces. 

And  now  we  see  every  province  in  the  Russian  State  acquir- 
ing one  or  another  special  material  or  goods  from  other  provinces 
and  in  turn  supplying  them.  It  is  the  Ukraine  that  fed  all  of 
Northern  Russia,  giving  her  excellent  wheat  and  several  kinds  of 
grain  so  much  needed  all  over  the  country.  It  was  she  who  fur- 
nished all  Russia  with  her  garden  fruits,  the  delight  of  our  chil- 
dren. After  the  Ukraine,  it  was  the  Donetzky  Basseyn  which 
enabled  the  Moscow  region  to  develop  its  industry,  supplying  it 
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with  millions  of  tons  of  the  best  coal,  giving  heat  and  light  to 
millions  of  people. 

What  would  Russia  be  without  the  Ural,  with  its  stores  of 
every  kind  of  mineral,  metal  and  precious  stones,  its  beautiful 
mountains  covered  with  mighty  forests,  with  rich  meadovv^s  giving 
the  best  of  grass  to  feed  millions  of  cattle? 

And  is  it  not  Archangel's  river  that  furnishes  the  most  pal- 
atable fish  for  all  our  cities  of  the  North,  Petrograd  and  Moscow 
included  ? 

Linen  and  hemp  are  supplied  by  Little  Russia,  and  cotton  by 
the  Province  of  Tashkent.  Oil,  naphtha  and  kerosene  are  ob- 
tained from  Baku,  which  yields  these  treasures  in  sufficient  quan- 
tity to  satisfy  all  the  demands  of  Russia's  interior  shipping  and 
other  industries.  Certainly,  oil  is  not  the  only  material  from  the 
Caucasus  that  enriches  Russia.  There  is  another  immense  Prov- 
ince that  presents  Russia  with  no  lesser  gifts — Siberia.  For  a 
long  time  this  vast  Province  has  been  considered  by  the  Russian 
people  its  treasury  of  gold,  silver,  precious  furs  and  lumber,  in 
quantity  sufficient  for  many  centuries.  And  in  their  turn  all 
these  Provinces  are  in  need  of  the  region  which  has  Moscow  as 
its  center,  for  all  Russia's  industry  was  concentrated  here  owing 
to  the  fact  that  the  dense  population  of  "Great  Russia,"  gathered 
here  through  political  need  and  historical  developments,  could  not 
depend  upon  the  natural  products  of  its  own  scanty  soil  and  was 
forced  to  apply  its  energies  to  industrial  work.  Thus  they  formed 
a  class  of  peasants  who  spent  only  a  few  months  of  the  summer 
at  home,  tilling  the  soil,  and  a  greater  part  of  the  year  working  in 
mills,  factories  and  shops. 

Textiles,  wares  and  other  goods  were  manufactured  around 
Moscow  in  great  quantities,  and  there  was  not  a  nook  in  Russia 
that  did  not  use  goods  manufactured  in  Moscow.  Thus,  every 
Province  was  always  certain  that  all  its  needs  would  be  satisfied 
by  the  industrial  center  and  always  looked  upon  that  center  as  a 
part  of  itself. 

Moscow  was  the  heart  where  the  raw  materials  of  all  our  Prov- 
inces were  transformed  into  the  needs  of  the  large  masses  of  the 
people.  It  is  natural  that  Provinces  united  by  such  a  mutual 
dependency  and  constant  connection  as  united  all  the  Russian 
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Provinces  into  one  block,  should  never  strain  to  divide  or  tear 
asunder. 

And  to  all  these  economic  circumstances  we  must  add  that 
almost  every  one  of  these  different  Provinces  were  acquired  by 
people  of  the  same  race,  same  faith  and  same  language ;  that  they 
all  belonged  to  the  same  Greek-Catholic  Church  and  had  for  their 
teachers  the  best  writers  and  philosophers  Russia  ever  had. 

When  you  know  that  all  the  Russian  people  worshipped  the 
same  Saints  and  went  thousands  of  miles  on  foot  to  Kiev,  to 
"Solovki"  and  many  other  religious  centers,  to  look  at  the  holy 
relics  and  Ikons  and  often  to  lay  down  their  last  coin ;  that  they 
gathered  from  Ural,  Siberia,  Archangel,  the  Caucasus  and  from 
the  shores  washed  by  both  oceans  and  both  of  our  seas — you 
can  imagine  then  what  a  number  of  material,  mental  and  spiritual 
threads  unite  the  hearts  and  minds  of  these  simple  and  naive 
people,  who  of  themselves  have  never  even  thought  of  the  need 
or  possibility  of  breaking  asunder  and  estranging  themselves 
from  one  another. 

And  if  during  the  Tzar's  tyranny  there  were  groups  of  intelli- 
gent people  who  made  the  most  of  and  kept  agitating  the  idea  of 
separation,  we  know  to  a  certainty  that  the  population  as  a  whole 
never  entertained  this  idea  and  never  will.  Now,  when  no  one 
admits  the  return  of  the  past  despotism,  and  all  are  full  of  hope 
of  retaining  the  freedom  and  acquisitions  of  the  great  Russian 
Revolution,  we  see  that  not  only  the  Russian  people  throughout 
the  great  Republic  are  making  efforts  to  reintegrate  this  immense 
State,  but  we  know  as  well  that  all  the  tribes  united  with  us  by 
history — the  Moslems,  the  Buddhists,  all  those  belonging  to  dif- 
ferent churches  and  faiths — have  not  the  least  intention  of  sep- 
arating from  the  Russian  State,  and,  quite  to  the  contrary,  they 
demand  to  remain  members  of  the  common  block. 

Once  Russia  is  free,  she  will  unite  around  her  all  those  who 
seek  freedom  and  peace,  who  desire  to  live  together  in  friend- 
ship. She  will  exist  as  a  strong  Federal  Republic,  protecting 
every  nationality  within  her  boundaries. 


